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Developments of Food Safety Incident fuvolving Addition of
Clouding Agents Containing Plasficizers DERP and DINP aiid
Countermeasares

Ministry of Economic Adfairs
June 3, 2011

L Backgrowid of Incident

1. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) discovered a clouding
_agent manuiactured and sold by Yu Shen Chem. Co., Ld. a8 a food
“additive. containing Di(2- ethylha;qu) phthalste, a plasticxzer
cormnenly abbreviated as DEHP, and immediately Jaunched an
investigation, Affacted 'busmesses were ordered o recall and remove
the tainted products from store shelves nationwide, Details were
publicly announced on May 23.

2. While carrying out a comprehensive island-wide. check, the Food and
Drug Administration again found a clouding agent produced by Pin
Han Perfumery Co., Lid, containing another plasticizer, di-isononyl
phitbalste, commonly known a3 DINP, and detained and sealed the.
produsts condernied at once as,well As identified the marketing
chennels forthe products. Efforts have been made to track dowa the
downstreéam businesses and prevent plastlclzer-»tamted ‘products-from
entering the market.

3. Clouding agents are legal food additives that have been used for many
years. They are nommally made of gum arabic, emulsifying egents,
palm. oil, and other food additives.  DEHP apd DINP are categorized s
industrial plasticizers, which are forbidden to be added into food in
Tal.wan.

IL Countermessures Taken by the Government 2

1. Cotmntérme asures taken domestically

A, After discovering that olouding agents from Yu Shen Chem, Co,,
Yid, and Pin Han Perfinmery Co., Lid, contained DEHP and DINP,
- respectively, the FDA immediately lavnched investipations to track
- down where the clouding agents had been sold and detained all the
products containing clonding agents fiom the two said companies,

1
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while those found in sales outlets were taleen off the shelves for

. public health protection,

B, The Department of Hoalth announced ihat starting from May 27,
2011 all ingredients, semi-finished produsts and produots containing
clouding agents confirmed by the Department of Health as
containing plasticizers must be talken off 1f the shelf anci,,ng ca},l,qd
inCading Sports drigks, Truit bevarages“’féa beverages; 7 Jam“ﬁult
pulp andFruitjelly, mnd f0d supplements o capsules, tablets or -
powdcrs The products will be allowed, back on the shelfafter the
‘businesses provide product safety certifications that verify the
products contadin no plasticizers,

2. Countermeasures for exportation of rélated products

- Durm g its ongoing investigations on clouding agents containing
DEHP and DINP from Ya Shen Cher. Co., Ltd, and Pir Han
Perfiumery Co., Ltd, respectively, the FDA has already notified the
World Fealth Organization (WHO) and the Rapid Alert System of
Food and Feed (RASFF) of the BU of such products and relevant
companies. Simultaneously, the importing covntries of the said”
produiots bave also been immediatély notified to takie responsive
measures,

B. This incident involves only certain suppliers and food products in
Taiwan; not all food products have been contaminated by
plasticizers. The Taiwan govetnment has talken effective and swift
countermeasures against contaminated food products by conducting
comprehensive and aggressive investigations, mandating that
affected products be fromediately taken off shelves, applying
stringent control measures, and demanding that suppliets adhere to
strict standdrds of s:Iﬁ-d:sc;plmc The Talwan governwment is
comunitted to upholding the highest standards of public heatth and
food safety. In addition, it will utilize all measures and tools to
maintain and enfores these standards. The government publicly
proclaims that exportation of food products of the aforementioned
five categories shall require one of the following three types of
cﬁmﬁcates (1)Inspection cerfificates from laboratories authorized

A, which are capable of detecting plasticizers in food;-
~2 @~ ertificates issued by the Buveau of Standards, Metro.lqu and

2
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“

Inspection, Ministry of Economic Affairs; or (3)Certificates issued
by authorized competent kealth-authorities. Foreign governments
are hereby urged not.to impose all-inclusive, indiscriminate
restrictions on food product imports from Taivwan.

C; If forsign governments have any further questions about this issue,
they may refer their inquires to vur contact point as-follows:

Chen Ching-chih’

Director, Export/itoport Admimdstration Division
Bureau of Foreign Trade.

Ministry of Bconiomic Affairs

Tel B8G-2-23212655

Fax:886-2-23970522

E-mail: chend205@trade.gov.tw



